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THE HOUFSE BEFORE
REFMOYATIONS 1N 2004

Almost everything was perfect for newlywed
Lisette Keil when she set up housekeeping
in Birmingham’s Poppleton Park neighbor-
hood seven years ago. The friendly nm;_éhbﬂr&
the tree-lined streets, the sprawling park —
it was all there. :

The one thing that wasn't quite right was the house itself, which her hushand,
Richard, had purchased from the original owner in 1gg4. The couple felr their
harme, like so many Colonials budle in the sggos, needed a face-lik — a dose of
charm and mplnq:;.ﬂmn By |I-n,-:. I-u,-g,m Crealing renovation p|.|:1-= in 3o0g with
archivect Glenda Meads,

“We wanted 1o achieve that ald-home, East Coasa, back-suxircase kind of feel.”
says Lisette, who grew up in Grosse Pointe Farms. They also wanted space 1o
accommaxdate their art and antiques, Richard’s love of cooking, and their daugh
ter'’s need for play space

S0 whar can you do with a basic brick-on-booom and siding-on-top Colonial?
Meads, of Birmingham-based Swanson Meads Archiveos, scarted a1 the wop, and
|_|,||I.'\1||,‘||_'|l|;|.|. Ihl: I‘I_l.":'ill:'ll.'

“Houses from the 1ggea through the igros eypically have 3 relsively low-plich
roal,” Meads says. For the Keils'” home, she desigined a stecper pitch that sloped
up, around, and over the original roodline, making it a dormer. The new mafline
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